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Hounds of love is a fifth studio album by Kate Bush which was released on 16th September 1985. The album was successful and marked a return to the public after the previous albums failed. The leading single of the album is the Running Up that Hill, which became one of the biggest hits she ever produced. The album also consists of other successful singles such as "Hounds of Love," "The Big Sky," and Cloudbusting". Hounds of love got critical acclaim upon its release, and it was considered by many of her fans and music critics to be Bush's best album. It has since then being voted as one of the greatest album of all the times. In the United States of America, the album has reached the top 40 on the Billboard 200 (Elan, 2011). Moving out of the US, the album did well in the UK Album Chart; it was Bush's second album to top the UK Album Charts. Also, it is said to have sold 1.1 million copies global wise. 
Side one of the album starts with Hounds of Love which covers the themes of intimacy and its limits, familial love and the ambivalence and intensity of sexual desire.  All that is covered in different songs with the intensity and ambivalence of sexual desire covered in (Hounds of Love), intimacy and its limits (Running up That Hill), and familial love that is articulated in Mother Stands for Comfort (Elan, 2011). Meanwhile, the second side of the album consists of The Ninth Wave (it is a song about a woman who fell into the sea at night and had only a life jacket to guide her). From this point, she goes through several intense psychological effects. 
Running Up that Hill is a single song that had been released as a single before the album. The song finds her critics in surprise, after a long period where she seemed to have gone out of the music industry. The song can be described to present a possibility that man and a woman can switch places. This is described in the lyrics-"making a deal with God" (Bush, 2015). Although the song was originally titled so, the owner (Bush) was forced to alter it to "Running" when she heard that the song could possibly fail to sale in other nations. Looking back at how her previous albums had done regarding sales, she could not afford not making significant sales this time; and so she went ahead and changed the name.  
"Running up That Hill" is followed by four other songs that are of a similar genre. Title of the track is "Hounds of Love" that kicks-in with some quotes from a horror movie "Night of the Demon." However, it has remained as one of the art rock's finest singles. The song talks about the possibility of falling in love (Bush, 2015). However, in many instances in real life love has appeared to be a good thing although it has to be captivated by. People who fall in love have to keep on working on how well their love can be kept; people who fall in love can also hurt each other and so they need to be cautious of such things since hurting is a bad thing. The following songs in the album are not that different from the proceeding one; they rely heavily on synths and early drum machines. Side one of the album is concluded by "Cloudbusting" which she was inspired to write after reading Reich's son's memoir, "A Book of Dreams." Cloudbusting has a following orchestral section that gives background music (Fitzgerald-morris, 2014). The song remains to be one of her most "free" songs, although lengthy. The song is not similar to any of her song; it has a "free" feel rather. Side one of the album seems to strike a balance between being darker and being uplifting. The latter is featured in songs such as ("Hounds of Love," "The Big Sky," "Cloudbusting") and being darker featured in ("Mother Stands for Comfort," "Running up That Hill"). The instruments used to create emotions masterpieces match well with the song Lyrics.
It is inside two where "Hounds" really begin to take shape. The album seems to have been split into two distinct sides, one that shows some light in her life and the other side depicts the dark side of her life. Side one, "Hounds of Love," is Bush's pop-the best of her chart-friendly singles. However, the rear side of her album (side two of her album) takes a dark-side. It kicks in with "And Dream of Sheep," where she immediately comes in with a different tone. In the second side she kicks in with no synths, no drum machines- it is just her voice and a piano.  "The Ninth Wave" continues with "Under Ice," and the album changes its pace once again. This changes are intentional and are meant to bring a diversity that ought to be there in an album. An album ought not to be dominated by one pace; it should change so that it can also change the moods of the people. There might be people who were bored by a particular pace of a song within the album, and then this serves to alter such maybe making them feel lively.  Much of the second side of the album is very disconnected from the first side of the album. The song that follows is "Under Ice," which talks of being frozen; the song uses the string section to build atmosphere. "Waking the Witch" kicks in as a piano ballad, though later on as time goes by the song kicks in once again with a more evil sound. It is considered to be one of the demonic songs that gave her the most bizarre and eccentric songs to date (Walters, 2016). 
Side two of the album appears to be scarier than side one. This goes hand in hand with the fact that songs of such genres are regarded as scaring; so this should not surprise many people currently. "The Ninth Wave" exits from a decidedly more lively side into a more dreamlike sound. There are certain changes in mood, for instance, "Watching You Without Me" being much more relaxed than "Waking the Witch" has hypnotic sound. "Hello, Earth" kicks in for the next six minutes and appears to alter pace severally with Bush's voice being used in the most vibrant part. However, within the album, two tracks seem to be out of place. "Jig of Life" comes between two of the most entrancing tracks (Walters, 2016). It is vibrant and lively, with most of the parts not done by Kate herself. The second, "The Morning Fog "closes with a sound that is very different from the rest in the album. 
In the United States of America, the reaction to the album record was mixed.  The album was said to be the "Album of the month," Kate was said to have come up with the kind of music that observed no boundaries of musical structure or inner expression. Her eclecticism is welcomed and rewarded in her homeland her genius was still ignored at the same time (Fitzgerald-morris, 2014). This presented a situation that was truly a shame for an artist who was so adventurous and naturally theatrical. However, there was much more hope that this album might gain Kate some well-deserved recognition from the US mainstream.  However, I would look into this album with a mixed reaction since it presents two sides that are opposite of each other. I will say that the album has a side that represents darkness and the other represents light. Darkness is represented by the fact that there are some songs such as "Hounds of Love." Hounds of love come chasing a person if there is some difficulty in a relationship. As earlier stated in this paper, love is not always a walk in the park; there are those particular times in love where there are "ups and downs", the ups represent the dark side of love (Fitzgerald-morris, 2014). However, this does not mean that love has to be like that, there will also be instances that will be marked with goodness (light).    Side two of the album is also seen to present darkness; a woman falls during the night with a life jacket into the sea. I will interpret this as a woman who gets into a relationship without knowing what she wants or without having known well the person with whom she has entered into a relationship with. If a person gets into a relationship with a lover without first knowing each other, then there is a possibility that there will be heartbreaks frequently since they do not know each other well. 
The album seems to have been released at a time when Kate got inspirations for song and albums from other creative texts.  These influences contrast those of the many other artists who draw their main influence from stereotypical situations such as romantic relationship, and sex among others. The opening song of the album," Running Up That Hill," brings out the fact that there were a misunderstanding of both genders. She goes further to request God to swap places of both genders (Fitzgerald-morris, 2014). This is a clear representation of where she got inspiration from; she got some inspiration from sex.  She might have seen that the men were not up to their tasks and that women were surpassing them and that might be the reason she asked God to swap the places for a man and a woman.  Also, the album's title track is partly inspired by a film called "Night of the Demon." She might have related the two by looking at the possibility with which the demon could have torn a person into small pieces and the way love could tear one's heart if it becomes heartbroken. When a person who is in love becomes heartbroken, there is that "bad blood" feeling that develops between the two people making them become enemies. "The Big Sky" takes us back to the childhood rivalries; she sees shapes in clouds and lets her imaginations similarly alter their forms and takes flight (Fitzgerald-morris, 2014). "Mother Stands for Comfort," in this narrative she assumes the love of mother will stand as a shield; it will guard her against any evil thing that can happen to her.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Hounds of love is a fifth studio album by Kate Bush which was released on 16th September 1985. The album was successful and marked a return to the public after the previous albums failed. The leading single of the album is the Running Up that Hill, which became one of the biggest hits she ever produced. The album also consists of other successful singles such as "Hounds of Love," "The Big Sky," and Cloudbusting" (Walters, 2016). The album consists of two sides; Side one of the album starts with Hounds of Love which covers the themes of intimacy and its limits, familial love and the ambivalence and intensity of sexual desire.  All that is covered in different songs with the intensity and ambivalence of sexual desire covered in (Hounds of Love), intimacy and its limits (Running up That Hill), and familial love that is articulated in Mother Stands for Comfort. Meanwhile, the second side of the album consists of The Ninth Wave (it is a song about a woman who fell into the sea at night and had only a life jacket to guide her). From this point, she goes through several intense psychological effects. Side two of the album appears to be scarier than side one. This goes hand in hand with the fact that songs of such genres are regarded as scaring; so this should not surprise many people currently. "The Ninth Wave" exits from a decidedly more lively side into a more dreamlike sound. There are certain changes in mood, for instance, "Watching You Without Me" being much more relaxed than "Waking the Witch" has hypnotic sound. The album seems to have been released at a time when Kate got inspirations for song and albums from other creative texts.  These influences contrast those of the many other artists who draw their main influence from stereotypical situations such as romantic relationship, and sex among others (Walters, 2016). The album seems to have been released at a time when Kate got inspirations for song and albums from other creative texts.  These influences contrast those of the many other artists who draw their main influence from stereotypical situations such as romantic relationship, and sex among others. The opening song of the album," Running up That Hill," brings out the fact that there were a misunderstanding of both genders. She also appeared to have got her inspirations from her childhood rivalries among others.
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